RESOLUTION 12-041
LOWER BRULE SIOUX TRIBE

RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT HARNEY PEAK NAME CHANGE TO SOMETHING MORE

APPROPIATE AND RESPECTEUL

WHEREAS, the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe is a federally recognized Indian Tribe organized pursuant to the Indian
5 reorganization Act of 1934; and

WHEREAS, as empowered by the Constitution and Bylaws, Article VI, Section 1, (e), the Tribal Council as
authorized by law to safeguard and promote the peace, safety, morais, and general welfare of the Lower Brule
Sioux Tribe and to regulate the conduct of trade and the use and disposition of property upon the reservation
provided that any ordinance directly affecting nonmembers of the reservation shall be subject to review by the
Secretary of the Interior; and

WHEREAS, the Lower Brule Sioux Tribal Council has reviewed the request and reasons why people are
advocating to change the name of Harney Peak to something more appropriate and respeciful; and

_NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Lower Brule Sioux Tribal Council does hereby approve to change
the name of Harney Peatk.

CERTIFICATION

" The foregoing Resolution as duly adopted by the Lower Brule Sioux Tribal Council, assembled in Reguloy
 Session, with quorum present, on the 2nd,day of November, 2011 by the affirmative vote of five members for, none

opposing, none absent and none not voting.
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{. MICHAFEL B. JANDREAU, CHAIRMAN
{ LOWER BRULE SIOUX TRIBAL COUNCIL
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LOWER BRULE SIOUX TRIBAL COUNCIL




Reiss, David

L ________________________ e —— A
From: Hansen, June

Sent: Thursday, October 16, 2014 8:44 AM

To: ‘ LaPlante, JR; Bertsch, Eileen; Vogt, Jay; Nadenicek, Joe

Cc: Westover, Kerry; Reiss, David

Subject: Fw: Fwd: Rename Harney Peak

Follow Up Flag: _ Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

FYl

From: BGNEXEC, GS-N-MAC [mailto:bgnexec@usgs.gov]

Sent: Thursday, October 16, 2014 08:10 AM Centra! Standard Time

To: Louis Yost <lyost@usgs.gov>; Hansen, June; Kanalley, Betsy -FS <bkanalley@fs.fed.us>; Wilson, Janice E -FS
<janicewilson@fs.fed.us>; Matthew O'Donnell <mjodonnell@usgs.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Rename Harney Peak

A satisfied customer. I thanked him and said we'd note his support in the case file.

Jenny

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: David Martin <damartin33 ail.com>

- Date: Thu, Oct 16, 2014 at 7:29 AM

Subject: Re: Rename Harney Peak

To: "BGNEXEC, GS-N-MAC" <bgnexec{@usgs.gov>

Dear Ms. Runyon,

I was really surprised to get a response back from you. It is so thorough and detailed, I really appreciate all your
work. I should have explained myself better, I am just an interested citizen who would like the Native
Americans to get some well deserved recognition. I had read that Mr. Brave Heart had not put his request into
the proper Office, so I just wanted to bring it to your attention and show my support for his and I'm sure most
Native Americans desire to change Harney Peak's name to Black Elk Peak, a highly respected Oglala Lakota. I
did not know there was a South Dakota Board on Geographic Names or [ would have contacted them. But I can
not tell you how much I appreciate your in depth reply.

Thank you very much,
David Martin

On Wed, Oct 15, 2014 at 4:35 PM, BGNEXEC, GS-N-MAC <bgnexec@usgs.gov> wrote:

Dear Mr. Martin,



Thank you for contacting the U.S. Board on Geographic Names regarding this name change
request. Our apologies for not responding sooner.

The U.S. Board is responsible by law for standardizing geographic names for use by the Federal
government, and its members must approve any new name or name change before it can appear on
Federal maps and other documents. The Board will be pleased to accept the proposed change for
consideration.

Typically, we would ask that you or Mr. Brave Heart complete the Board’s proposal form, either online
at http:/geonames.usgs.gov/domestic/index.html, or via a paper copy, which we can mail, email, or
fax to you.

However, we have learned that the South Dakota Board on Geographic Names (SD BGN) has
already received the same proposal, and so rather than duplicate the effort, we will defer to that
organization to research the issue. There is no need to submit a separate proposal to the U.S.
Board.

As part of its investigation, the SD BGN will solicit County, State, and Tribai opinions before
submitting a formal recommendation to the U.S. Board. At that point, and after our own research is
complete, we will present the proposal to the U.S. Board members for discussion and a final
decision.

In order to be feady to process the proposal once we receive the SD BGN’s recommendation, we will
prepare a case brief for the proposed change. Any information submitted by the SD BGN will be
incorporated into the U.S. Board’s case file.

By a copy of this email, we are also sharing the request with the U.S. Forest Service, which manages
the Black Hills National Forest, where the peak is located. The USFS will solicit local and regional
input and presumably share that with the SD BGN.

The SDBGN is copied on this reply, so if you wish to provide any additional details to support the
proposed change, please feel free to respond to all.

In summary, the U.S. Board will work closely with its State, Federal, and Tribal partners to determine
whether there is a compelling reason to change a name in longstanding use, and if so, whether the
name Black Elk Peak should be approved as the replacement name.

The entire review process is expected to take several months, but as soon as the U.S. Board's
decision is rendered, we will notify you in writing of the outcome.

Thank you for your interest in the geographic names of South Dakota. If you have any questions,
please don’t hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely yours,

Jennifer Runyon, research staff

For Lou Yost, Executive Secretary

U.S. Board on Geographic Names

U.S. Geological Survey, Geographic Names Office
523 National Center

Reston, VA 20192-0523



Phoneffax: (703).648-4550 / (703) 648-4549
jrunyon@usgs.gov
http://[geonames.usgs.qov

On Sun, Oct 5, 2014 at 5:11 PM, David Martin <damartin33@gmail.com> wrote:
Please consider this geographic name change request:

Basil Brave Heart, who is from the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation and descriBes himself as an Oglala Lakota
elder, wants the name Harney Peak changed to Black Elk Peak.

Thank Youi.,
David Martin

Thank You,
David Martin
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Reiss, David

From: : : Laura Carlson <songlore@hotmail.com>
Sent: ' : Wednesday, September 17, 2014 11:40 AM
To: Westover, Kerry

Subject: Black Elk Peak

To whom it may concern, _

My husband and | support the Black Elk family, Basil BraveHeart, and the Lakota People in changing the
name of Harney Peak to Black Elk Peak. We know how dear and sacred this mountain is and has always been
to the people. We are aware of the terrible things that happened to their ancestors at the hands of people like
William S. Harney. It is time to acknowlege the history of the tribal peoples and make appropriate changes to
reflect the truth...Sincerely, Laura and Buck Carlson



. 1 Reiss, David
m

j From: Sue Nash <augsburgsue@gmail.com>

: Sent; Wednesday, September 17, 2014 10:50 PM
: To: Waestover, Kerry

: Subject: Black Elk Peak

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up

: Flag Status: Flagged

I

Dear Mr. Westover, _

I am writing in support of the renaming of the sacred mountain are currently called Harney’s Peak to be named
in honor of the people whom Harney worked so hard at destroying. Having visited and climbed Harney’s Peak
several times during the past few years, | know what a beautiful and sacred place it is. It saddens me to think
that we are honoring a military man who’s life was committed to destroying the Lakota people. I am a white
woman, a mother, a grandmother. Please review Harney’s war record and acts against humanity and reconsider
having this special place renamed. Thank you.

‘ Susan K Nash
nash(@augsburg.edu

Professor Emeritus
507-250-22827




Reiss, David

From: Roseanne Rivers <roseannemarierivers@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, September 19, 2014 11:07 PM
To: Westover, Kerry
Subject: Black Elk Peak
N Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged
; Hello,

| I am writing in support of changing Harney peak to black elk peak.

| This is something that should have been done long ago to honor a local native elder & not a murderer.
Thank you,
Roseanne Rivers




Reiss, David

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Follow Up Flag:

Flag Status:

RITA GUILD Owner <rguild@centurylink.net>
Saturday, September 20, 2014 12:04 AM
Westover, Kerry

Changing Name of Harney Peak to Black Elk Peak

Flag for follow up
Flagged

I am writing to lend my support to renaming Harney Peak to Black Elk Peak.. In the sacred Black Hill
Mountains it 1s so important that these beautiful edifices be named in harmony with the people who hold them
so sacred. To have a peak named after someone who killed innocent Native women and children is an affront
that is so unnecessary and impairs healing. This name change would be supportive of a continued need to right
injustices that have been placed upon the Native peoples.

I ask for your sincere consideration regarding this request.

Thank you.

Rita Guild



Reiss, David

P e A ——
From: John Merritt <jmerri@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, September 26, 2014 8:42 PM

To: . Westover, Kerry

Subject: Expression of support for changing the name of Harney Peak to Black Elk Peak

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up

Flag Status: Completed

I am writing you to express my support for changing the name of Harney Peak to Black Elk Peak. As you are
aware, this initiative is led by Basil Brave Heart of Pine Ridge, SD.

I was extremely troubled when I learned about Colonel Harney's role in the Blue Water Creek Massacre in
September 1855, and other actions he took while serving in the U.S. Army. As a frequent visitor to South
Dakota I find it highly offensive that this peak, located in the heart of one of the most beautiful state pa.rks I
have ever visited, should continue to be named after such an individual.

The fact that this peak was known to the Lakota as Hinhan Kaga Paha and played an important role in their
spirituality, and that it is also the location where the Lakota holy man Black Elk received his vision, makes the
current name even more offensive.

It is time that the South Dakota state government do the right thing and change the name to Black Elk Peak. In
the face of all the injustices that have been done to the Lakota people throughout this country's history, thisis a
small but important step that the state can make to help right past wrongs, promote better understanding of the

state's history, and improve relations with its Native American inhabitants.

This name change is really a very small thing to ask, but the symbolic significance is tremendous to the Lakota
people. It is also extremely important to visitors to South Dakota like me. In fact, should the name not be
changed to Black Elk Peak I would have to wonder why a state that is so eager to attract my tourism dollars
would be unwilling to do what is clearly -- clearly -- the right thing in this situation.

Why would I want to spend money in a state like that?
Sincerely,

John Merritt

4929 Mayview Road

Minnetonka, MN 55345
952-836-8158
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Reiss, David :
L T R

From: Erb, Mike <MErb@Hazelden.org>

Sent: Wednesday, September 17, 2014 12:59 PM

To: Westover, Kerry

Cc: ‘Mark Clements'; Dean Erb (deanerb1940@gmail.com)
Subject: Harney Peak

| @m writing to you in support of a proposal to rename Harney Peak in Pennington County to Black Elk Peak. The reason
for my support is that | believe the current name is not reflective of the values espoused by the State of South Dakota or
the United States of America. Specifically, actions taken by General Harney and those under his command against
defenseless Native American people were essentially war crimes and would be considered as such under current military
rules of engagement. And | do not believe that South Dakota or the United States support or condone war crimes in any
form,

Continuing to name a landmark in honor of such an individual represents at least tacit approval of his actions. And while
| do not believe that is intended by any current residents of South Dakota or by any governing authorities therein, the
name continues to be a reminder of the atrocities committed to the descendants of the victims of General Harney, to all
Native peoples and to those who care about their history and current struggles.

As you are aware, the wilderness area within which Harney Peak is contained is already named the Black Elk Wilderness
Area, and it would seem that changing the name of the peak would be consistent with an acknowledgement that has
already been made.

| am not Native American, nor even a resident of South Dakota. | am, however, a citizen who has chosen to takean
interest in Native history and current issues, and | have personal friends who are Native, including many from the Pine
Ridge reservation. As an American and human being, | am asking you to support this request as it will assist with
continued healing that is taking place both within Native communities and between the larger cultures in South Dakota,
the United States and the world as a whole.

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter.
Mike Erb

2310 Woodland Trail
Cumberland, W| 54829



Reiss, David

e N
From: Andy Watts <andy.watts@belmont.edu>
Sent: . Wednesday, September 17, 2014 2:09 PM
To: Westover, Kerry
Subject: Harney Peak

Dear Mr. Westover

South Dakota Board of Graphic Names

Department of Tribal Relations :
302 E. Dakota

Pierre, SD 57501,

| would like to file an amicus request on behalf of Basil Braveheart, who is petitioning for a name change of Harney Peak
to Black Elk Peak in the Black Hills. History reveals that this name is one infamous to the Lakota and to the idea of the
sanctity of human rights. Please consider this name change as a positive step towards bringing reality in line with
history, so that the next time | and others sit atop it, we might remember the just character of the government of South

Dakota.

Thank you very much for your valuable time.

Sincerély, _ \
Andy Watts

Associate Professor of Christian Ethics

Belmont University
Nashville, Tennessee



Reiss, David

From: Cj Heckmann <¢j.heckmann@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 17, 2014 7:25 PM
To: Westover, Kerry

Subject: Harney Peak

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

| am writing in support of the Lakota Aermicans. In the words of Basil Braveheart, " | request and
beseech you to help heal the very deep wound among all Oglala and Brule Lakota Americans." | ask
that the site known today as "Harney Peak” be reclaimed by the indigenous peoples and upon your
authority it shall be renamed "Black Elk Peak."

Thank you!

Carol Heckman



Reiss, David

N e
From: Scott Highland <highs777@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2014 5:47 AM
To: Westover, Kerry
Subject: Harney Peak
Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

I am writing this letter express my belief Harney Peak should be renamed. The attrocities committed by General
Harney should not be memorialized by a peak. The healing of a nation takes time, energy and money but is
necessary if we are to move forward. The renaming of this peak in Native American spiritual ground would be a
step in that direction. '

Scott Highland

8728 Sheridan Lake Rd
Rapid City SD 57702
605-391-5601



Reiss, David
L .~~~ "~ |

From: Suzanne Schmidt <windwalker@frontiernet.net>
Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2014 8:01 AM

To: Westover, Kerry

Subject: Harney Peak

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

I am an American seeking truth and justice.

| have come to realize the 'truths' taught to me in school were not always the complete truth.

This area has been sacred for the Lakota people for generation after generation reaching back centuries into the past.
The blood of the Lakota has not been honored. Changing the name from Harney Peak to Black Elk Peak would be a way
of healing and honoring these deep wounds still carried by the Lakota people.

| am a white woman with no tribal affiliation and am appealing your your sense of justice to bring this action forward.
Please help the Lakota people In this sacred endeavor.

Respectfully,

Suzanne Schmidt

Sent by iPhone



Bi Reiss, David
: . ]

from: cImeyerll@gmail.com
: Sent: Friday, September 19, 2014 8:21 AM
; To: Westover, Kerry
5 Subject: Harney Peak

I am sending this email in support of the request of Basil Brave Heart to change the name of Harney Peak to Black Elk
' Peak in order to bring healing and justice to the Oglala Nation of Lakota.

Connie L. Meyer
5t. Paul, MN

Sent from my iPad




Reiss, David

From: Susan Anderson <acc5@comcast.net>
Sent: Monday, September 29, 2014 2:52 PM
To: Westover, Kerry

Subject: ' Harney Peak

Follow Up Flag: - Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Kerry Westover,

| respectfully urge the renaming of Harney Peak to Black Elk Peak! It would be a wonderful act of compassion and

respect!

Warm Regards,

Susan McNaughton Anderson



Reiss, David

b~ A
From: Julie Kilpatrick <jkilpatrick@me.com>

Sent; Friday, September 19, 2014 9:12 PM

To: Westover, Kerry

Subject: Harney Peak name change

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

This is a letter of support for consideration of a name change for Harney Peak. We are allies with many Lakota people.
We and many Lakota people feel that a name change to Black Elk peak would bring some healing and justice to the
Lakota people.

Harney was not a peacemaker and Black Elk was a peacemaker.
Thank you for this consideration.

Julie Kilpatrick and
Andrew Jenks

1209 2nd St N
Stillwater MN 55082
651-285-4251



Reiss, David

m

From: John Zimms <john.zimms@lpl.com>
Sent: Friday, September 26, 2014 8:59 AM
To: Westover, Kerry

Subject: Harney Peak to Black Elk Peak
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: - Completed

Dear Mr. Westover

It is time to help heal 2 wound and rename Harney Peak to Black Elk Peak. As you no doubt know Colonel Harney
massacred Chief Little Thunder’s band at Blue Water Creek. Every time native people go by this peak the memory of
this injustice comes back. Black Elk has always believed in the principal * mitakuye oyasin “ we are all

related. Harmony with all living things. A meeting with Paul Sodderman, Colonel Harney’s great, great, great
grandson is going to go on in Fort Laramie, WY. with Basil Brave Heart and a number of other elders from Pine Ridge to
smoke the pipe. South Dakota could symbolically do so much more than “smoke the pipe” by renaming Harney Peak to
Black Elk Peak. Please allow this healing to progress.

Thank You for reading.
Toksa

John & Susan Zimms



Reiss, David :
" |

From: Barbara Schindeldecker <barbarayoung711@live.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2014 6:49 PM

To: Westaver, Kerry

Subject: I brought my granddaughter (11) to the Black Hills in August.
Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up

Flag Status: Compieted

| have always talk her the truth as | understand it... She needed to see this beautiful area with many of the attractions,
as | had brought her mother here as a girl. It isimportant that she know that all places named are not for honourable
reasons. Renaming Harney Peak is a beginning. After all Denali had a different name when | grew up. Please consider
this, it has meaning for many.



Reiss, David

e _______________________________ ]
From: Mike Levy <mlevyhaiti@aol.com>

Sent: Wednesday, September 24, 2014 10:05 AM

To: Westover, Kerry _

Subject: - [ support the proposed re-naming of Harney Peak to "Black Elk Peak"

To: Kerry Westover '
South Dakota Board on Geographic Names
Department of Tribal Relations

302 East Dakota

Pierre, SD 57501

From: Michael Levy
293 280th Street
Osceola, WI 54020
Date: September 24, 2014
Re: Support for re-naming of Harney Peak fo "Black EIk Peak"

Dear Kerry Westover,

| am honored to join many other readers of history and friends of the people of South Dakota in supporting the important
current initiative seeking to re-name Harney Peak to "Black Elk Peak". | strongly feel this name change would be a
positive step in enhancing appreciation and understanding of the complex and tragic history of the area, as well as
honoring an outstanding and exemplary figure in U.S. and Native American history, Black Elk.

The tragic consequences of the Blue Water Creek Massacre as described in important scholarly works now more widely
known to the general public cannot be changed. However our assertion of the historic American values of human rights,
respect, equality and dignity would be enhanced through this proposed name change, and the rights and history of the
indigenous Native populations will become better understood by current and future generations.

| greatly appreciate South Dakota's natural and human treasures and express my support in this context.

Thank you for your attention.

Very truly yours,

Michael Levy
Csceola, Wisconsin
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Reiss, David

From: Aplan, Kathy

Sent: Friday, September 19, 2014 4:37 PM
. To: Westover, Kerry

Cc: LaPlante, JR

Subject: Log # 140437 Doreen Mundie

Attachments: 140437 DoreenMundie.docx

Log # 140437 Doreen Mundie

Doreen Mundie called, she said she is the "adopted" daughter of a Lakota elder and she believes that
Harney Peak's name should be changed to Black Elk Peak. She believes this is a very important thing
for the Lakota people, especially after the churches and government colluded to destroy them. She
thinks that this is the right thing to do. Her phone number is 828-863-2944. I let Doreen know that I
would forward this on to the SDBGN.

KATHY APLAN

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

PUBLIC INFORMATION COORDINATOR
DEPARTMENT OF TRIBAL RELATIONS
302 E. DAKOTA AVE,

PIERRE, SD 5750171

KATHY.APLAN@STATE.SD.US

PHONE 605,773.5654
CELL 605.280.4156
FAx 605.773.6592

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK & TWITTER!



Reiss, David _ ,
e e e m o RR e e

From: Leuning, Cheryl <leuning@augsburg.edu>

Sent: Tuesday, September 30, 2014 3:22 PM

To: Woestover, Kerry

Subject: Naming the highest mountain in the Black Hills Black Elk Peak
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

South Dakota Board of Graphic Names
Department of Tribal Relations

302 E. Dakota

Pierre, SD 57501

Dear Mr. Westover and Members of the SD Board of Graphic Names,

| would like to add my support for changing the name of the site known as “Harney Peak” to Black Elk Peak.
This will help to bring about a profound sense of healing and justice to the Lakota people who love this land. |
grew up in eastern South Dakota and have always loved the prairies and the Black Hills. | have climbed the
highest mountain in the Black Hills several times. Lakota people have taught me many lessons about land,
forgiveness, and the honor of naming a place after great leaders. Black Elk is one of those leaders that we all
can be proud of and therefore | urge those of you who have the authority to “rename” locations to please
rename this mountain after this great Lakota elder.

Thank you,

Cheryl Leuning

Cheryl Leuning, RN, PhD
Professor, Department of Nursing
Augsburg College

2211 Riverside Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55454

Phone: 612-330-1214

FAX: 612-330-1676

e-mail: leuning@augsburg.edu




Reiss, David

From:

- Sent:
To:
Subject:

Follow Up Flag:

Flag Status:

Dear Secretary LaPlante:

P
Dr William Kennedy <icorpinc@me.com>
Friday, September 26, 2014 1:08 PM

Westover, Kerry
Petition to re-name Harney Peak to Black Elk Peak

Follow up
Flagged

I am writing to request that "Harney Peak" be renamed "Black Elk Peak" in honour of the indigenous peoples
who originally inhabited this land and whose lives were unjustly taken away by Col. William Harney during the

Battle of Blue Water Creek.

Col. Harney's order to kill innocent Native American women and children in a Lakota village outside of Blue
Creek was a violation of US military rules of engagement and basic human decency. Today, it would also be a
violation of the Geneva Conventions to which the United States is a signatory.

In recognition of our country's commitment to human rights, and as a symbolic reparation for the injustice and
loss of life suffered by the Lakota people in 1855, I ask for your support in changing the name of this mountain.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. I look forward to your favorable response.

Sincerely,

Dr William T Kennedy
69 Grovers Ave
Winthrop MA 02152



i Reiss, David

From: Michelle Campanis <michelle.campanis@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 17, 2014 1:35 PM
To: : Westover, Kerry
. Subject: Proposed Name Change for Harney Peak
—+ Attachments: Name Change Harney Peak.rtf

I am writing to ask for your support of the attached proposal by Basil Braveheart to change the name of Harney
Peak to Black Elk Peak. This is a wonderful opportunity for the State of South Dakota to take the lead in
offering healing gestures to all Native American people in our nation. We are not able to change the past, but
neither should we continue to honor men whose past actions do not bring honor to our present or future.

Sincerely yours,
Michelle Bradley Campanis

|
r

e



h Reiss, David :
e ™

From: Rebecca Derenne <rderenne@hotmail.com>
Sent; Friday, September 13, 2014 12:54 AM
To: Westover, Kerry
Subject: re: proposed name change
i Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Completed

One of South Dakota's mountains is named after Col. Harney, who willingly commandered the slaughter of
Native American women and children. | support the proposed name change of this site, from Harney Peak to
Black Elk Peak. '

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Derenne




1 Reiss, David
; m

From: Patricia Hauser <phauser@mchsi.com>
Sent: Friday, September 26, 2014 4:53 PM
To: Westover, Kerry

Subject: Rename Harney Peak to Black Elk Peak

A Ketry Westover, Executive Assistant
Wouth Dakota Dept. of Tribal Relations
302 E. Dakota Ave.

Pierre, SD 57501

Dear Kerry Westover,

I support the renaming of Harney Peak to Black Elk Peak. To rename this peak "Black Elk Peak" would be the
respectful thing to do, not just for the Lakota Nation but for alt native people in North America. It's the right
thing to do. Thanks for your consideration. Please send this on to all appropriate officials who are considering
this matter.

Sincerely,

Patricia J. Hauser
5805 Minnetonka Dr,
Shorewood, MN 55331




Reiss, David

N ]}
From: : Mark Clements <clem744@icloud.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 30, 2014 8:21 AM
To: Westover, Kerry
Subject: Renaming Harney Peak - Sent on Behalf of Basil Brave Heart
Attachments; SD Board Letter RE Harney Peak.pdf
Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Mr. Westover,
Basil Brave Heart asked me 10 send this letter regarding the renaming of Harney Peak to you. Please contact Basil Brave
Heart for any additional information, or reply to me if you have any questions and | will see that Basil gets your

request/question.

Sincerely,

Mark Clements



! Reiss, David
m

From: Mark Clements <clem744@icloud.com>
| Sent: Wednesday, September 17, 2014 8:36 PM
To: Westover, Kerry
Subject: Renaming Harney Peak
| Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

My wife and i are writing you in support of the Lakota People, the Black Elk family and Basil Brave Heart in renaming
: Harney Peak to Black Elk Peak. Continuing to honor General Harney, who massacred Lakota women and children, is not
right. We thank you for your efforts in seeing that this change takes place as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

Mark and Maggie Clemenis




Reiss, David
“

From: : . Alex Calingaert <calingaert@gmail.com>
Sent: : Sunday, September 21, 2014 12:53 PM
To: Westover, Kerry

Subject: Re-naming Harney Peak

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Dear M. Westover,
I am writing in support of changing the name of Hamey Peak to Black Elk Peak.

A ask this for the following reasons:

1) Itis a simple and low cost good will gesture to the Lakota people and other indigenous nations

2) There is evidence that Col. Harney was complicit in war crimes. It is incongruent for a nation that places
our moral code so highly to name a location for such a person.

I would appreciate your help in this matter. Please let me know if there is anyone else I should send this request
to.

Thank you so much.

Regards,
Alex Calingaert



Reiss, David

T D e
From: - Philicia <tsphilicia@aol.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2014 11:32 PM
To: Westover, Kerry
Subject: Renaming Harney Peak
Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Dear Mr. Westover,

| Recently I have heard of an initiative that has been put forth by a Lakota elder by the name of Basil
Braveheart regarding the changing of the name of Harney Peak to Black Elk Peak.

What a wonderful idea this is. As a Mohawk I can not help but feel what an amazing gesture this
would be not just for the Lakota people but for all the native nations of this land. For generations this
peak has carried the name of a man who is well document for having committed horrific genocidal
atrocities against the people of the plains. It has been a constant reminder to them of these acts
conspicuously glorified at the highest point of their sacred Black Hills. It has been insult to injury for far
to long.

‘What better way to heal the wounds of the past that still affect the first peoples of this nation and
allow future generations of both natives and non natives to cultivate a mutual respect and understanding
of one another. I hope that you will consider in earnest this notion that will be a wonderful example for

all of our posterity to follow.

Sincerely,



Philicia Robles
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Reiss, David
m

From: Jeff Dinsmore <j.dinsmore@mchsi.com>

Sent: Friday, September 26, 2014 4:28 FM

To: Westover, Kerry

Subject: Support for Renaming Harney Peak to Black Elk Peak
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: . Flagged

Kerry Westover, Executive Assistant

South Dakota Department of Tribal Relations

302 E Dakota Avenue

Pierre, SD 57501

Dear Kerry,

Please forward this message to the all appropriate officials in the Department of Tribal Relations.

| am writing this message to express my full support for the renaming of Harney Peak to Black Elk Peak. As
someone who travels in South Dakota and spends time with Lakota People, and is familiar with the history, |
feel that the current name is abhorrent and an affront to the Lakota People and an embarrassment for the

South Dakota and United States Governments. To name this peak “Black Elk Peak” provides honor and
respect due for the Lakota People as well as all related native groups.

Sincerely,
Jeff Dinsmore
5805 Minnetonka Dr.

Shorewood, MN 55331



September 5, 2011

Lou Yost

Executive Secretary far Domestic Names
U.S. Geological Survey

523 National Center

Reston, VA 20192-0523

Dear Mr. Yost:

The Lower Brule Cultural Resources Elder Advisory Committee (Mrs. Evelyn Charging, Mrs. Irene
Flute, Mr. Virgil Flute, Mrs. Maxine Grassrope, Mrs. Rose McCauley, Mrs. Irene Skunk, Mrs. Julia
Yellow Robe, and Mr. Alfred Ziegler) respectfully requests that the U.S. Board on Geographic
Names removes the name “Harney Peak” from the place that is the highest point in the Black
Hills of South Dakota.

The US government decided to honor U.S. Army General William S. Harney by giving the name
Harney Peak to our Lakota holy place, Hinhan Kaga Paha, on May 2, 1906, after approval by the

U.S. Board of Geoiogical Names.

In the opinion of the Elder Advisory Committee, and the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe, the name
“Harney Peak” is inappropriate, degrading and offensive for several reasons:

L. This holy place of the Lakota people — Hinhan Kaga Paha - should not have been
renamed after a U.S. Army General who fought against our ancestors;

2. The Lakota people resident in the Black Hills region were not consulted in the name
change; and

3. General Harney’s career included murderous exploits against Native Americans and
African American communities: most significantly, in 1854 he perpetrated the massacre
of the inhabitants of a peaceful Sicangu (Brulé Sioux) village at Bluewater Creek,
Nebraska, including many woinen and children, and, twenty years previously (1834), he
whipped a female African American slave to death in St. Louis, Missouri.

General Harney never betrayed any concern for either of these terrible deeds. Historical
records show that Harney did not take into account the fact that his force would attack a
village, Little Thunder’s village, inhabited by extended families including grandparents, parents
and children —in fact, in his official report, he fails to note the killing of women and children at
all and he states: | have never seen a finer military spirit displayed generally”. This absence
of remorse was evident two decades earlier: after being found guiity by a coroner’s jury in the
death of the slave and  indicted for murder by a grand jury, General Harney fled St. Louis until,




months later, the trial was moved to Union, a small town about 50 miles outside St. Louis, and
there he was legally acgquitted,

In view of these flawed decisions by the Board of Geographic Names in 1906 — igrioring the
presence and opinions of the Lakota people about a significant holy place in our Black Hills:
hameland, itlegally taken by the U.S. Government in 1877, and commemorating a man who
demonstrated a character unworthy of such an honor in our country — the Eider Advisory
Committee requests that the place now called Harney Peak revert to its Lakota name, Hinhan
Kaga Paha, or such other name acceptable to the affected communities in the Black Hills region.

With respect,

Mrs. Evelyn Charging , Mrs. Irene Flute
Mr. Virgil Flute Mrs. Maxine Grassrope
Mrs. Rose McCauley Mrs. trene Skunk

Mrs. Jufia Yellow Robe Mr. Alfred Ziegler




